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LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FROM EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
 ON THE CERTIFICATION OF CARBON REMOVALS  

WELCOMED BY EUROPEAN WOODWORKING AND SAWMILL INDUSTRIES 

 
The publication today by the European Commission of a draft legislative proposal on the certification 
of carbon removals1 has been broadly welcomed by the European woodworking and sawmill industries. 
 
As the European Union increases its effort to become net-zero by 2050 the priority must be to reduce 
the emission of carbon into the atmosphere. At the same time we also need to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere and hence the importance of this Commission proposal. 
 
Storing carbon in sustainable wood2 products in the built environment is one way in which such 
removals can be achieved, as identified in this proposal. 
 
All carbon removals, whether in the built environment, farming, forestry or industry, need to be 
accurately accounted for hence the importance of the Commission’s proposed framework which will 
ensure Europe has high quality carbon removals operating under a strong governance system thereby 
avoiding ‘greenwashing’.  
 
The Commission’s proposal that credits can be generated from carbon removals is important as this 
will incentivise increased carbon sequestration. An example of how this can work regarding carbon 
safely stored in sustainable construction timber can be seen in the USA where $150,000 of carbon 
credits were created via a new engineered timber building at the University of Washington.3 
 
The proposal rightly states that any credits generated must be ‘additional’ to comply with the Kyoto 
protocol. This should ensure carbon offsetting can be effective in helping reach global neutrality and 
will incentivise new activities that will help drive us towards net-zero.  
 
In the case of wood in construction as the Commission President noted last week in Finland, “Today, 
3% of the overall material input in the European construction is timber. So I would say that it is still a 
niche, but with a big room for improvement.”4 Today’s legislative proposal can help drive that 
improvement and hence it is welcomed by Europe’s woodworking and sawmill industries. 
 
For further information contact: 
Director Public Affairs, Paul Brannen (+44 787856 5406 or paul.brannen@cei-bois.org) 
  

 
1 Commission proposes certification of carbon removals (europa.eu) 
2 For each tree felled for timber 2 to 3 are replanted and the growth & sequestration cycle begins again. 
3 Aureus Earth and the University of Washington Execute Ground-Breaking Carbon Offset Transaction for a Mass Timber 
Building (prweb.com) 
4 Remarks by the President: New European Bauhaus (europa.eu) 
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