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Brussels, 4 June 2026 

 

CEI-Bois position paper on the Biotech Act II 
 
As key players in the EU biomanufacturing industries1, the European woodworking industries 
welcome the European Commission’s initiative to develop a Biotech Act II aimed at 
strengthening Europe’s industrial competitiveness, innovation capacity and strategic resilience. 
The Biotech Act II furthermore represents a significant opportunity to operationalise the EU 
Bioeconomy Strategy in practice, specifically by further supporting the increased use of wood in 
the construction sector as a primary driver for sustainable growth and climate objectives. 
 
In this context, our contribution to the call for evidence focuses primarily on measures capable 
of supporting the increased use of wood in construction, as well as on the proposed 
sustainability criteria for biomass. 
 
1. Strengthening the role of wood products in the construction sector 
 
The Biotech Act II represents an important opportunity to strengthen the role of wood products 
in the construction sector. The wood construction value chain is already a well-established 
branch of the European Bioeconomy, delivering proven economic, environmental and industrial 
benefits across Europe. Building on this existing success story, the sector should be further 
supported as a key contributor to sustainable growth, innovation and climate objectives.   
 
In this regard, the following measures could significantly support the wider deployment of wood 
construction across Europe: 
 

• Lifecycle and carbon storage performance: Promoting construction policies based on 
lifecycle carbon performance, including long-term carbon storage in construction 
products and buildings.   

• Streamlined CPR implementation: Ensuring a practical and streamlined 
implementation of the environmental sustainability requirements under the 
Construction Products Regulation, with particular attention to SMEs.   

• LULUCF and substitution: Recognizing the climate mitigation benefits and carbon 
substitution effect of wood products as a key tool for achieving the EU’s LULUCF targets.   

• Building code modernisation: Modernising and harmonising the implementation of 
building codes for timber construction across Member States.   

 
1 In its Communication “Building the future with nature: Boosting Biotechnology and Biomanufacturing in 
the EU”, the European Commission has identified the production of wood-based construction materials 
as a key biomanufacturing activity in the forest sector, and has recognised its important substitution role 
in relation to fossil-based or non-renewable materials. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52024DC0137
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52024DC0137
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• Industrial innovation and modular systems: Supporting industrial innovation, market 
scale-up and standardisation, as well as the adaptation of local zoning rules, for 
engineered wood products and offsite, prefabricated and modular construction systems, 
particularly in the context of sustainable, affordable housing.  

• Public procurement frameworks: Improving public procurement frameworks to better 
recognise the climate, renewability and resource-efficiency benefits of wood-based 
construction materials, while ensuring fair access for SMEs to public tenders.   

• Material assessment equality: Ensuring that circularity, renewability and carbon 
storage are equally recognised as key sustainability criteria in the assessment of 
construction materials.   

• Raw material access: Ensuring sufficient, predictable and competitive access to 
sustainably sourced raw materials for European industries.  

 
Furthermore, the Biotech Act II should acknowledge the strategic role of hardwood species and 
hardwood-processing industries within the European Bioeconomy. As European forests adapt to 
climate change and species composition evolves, policies should support market uptake of 
hardwood resources through innovation support, research and adapted construction standards.   
 
2. Sustainability criteria for biomass 
 
In addition to advancing wood construction, we must also address the proposed sustainability 
criteria for biomass. Wood-based value chains already operate within a comprehensive and 
robust sustainability framework, including the Renewable Energy Directive (RED), which already 
establishes sustainability criteria for solid biomass, the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR), the 
LULUCF Regulation, as well as national sustainable forest management requirements. 
Introducing additional sustainability criteria under the Biotech Act II would therefore risk creating 
duplication, unnecessary complexity and overlapping reporting obligations.   
 
While recognising the objective of promoting efficient and sustainable resource use, it should be 
noted that any approach seeking to artificially direct or prioritise biomass towards predefined 
applications through regulatory obligations could generate significant additional administrative 
burdens, monitoring requirements and compliance costs across the value chain. It would go 
against the EU simplification drive to reduce bureaucratic burdens and administrative costs for 
businesses by at least 25% (and 35% for SMEs) by 2029.  
 
 Also, such an approach could reduce market flexibility, undermine investments and negatively 
affect the competitiveness of European industries relying on forest-based raw materials. It also 
risks creating unfavourable conditions for already established Bioeconomy sectors, which have 
demonstrated their value and benefits over time, and which could be unintentionally and unfairly 
overlooked due to an excessive focus on new and emerging innovative applications.   

 
The cascading use of wood is already largely driven by market dynamics, technological 
possibilities and material characteristics. It is also a core principle underpinning the way the 
woodworking industries already operate. However, it cannot become mandatory through 
legislation due to the diversity of the European forest-based industries: a ‘one-size-fits-all’ 
approach would not be suited to the highly diverse European woodworking industries and would 
stifle innovation. Sustainability objectives should instead be pursued through innovation 
incentives, while preserving technological neutrality and market-based approaches 
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