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Response from the European wood industries to the 

‘Securing Our Future’ communication from the European 

Commission   
 

The European wood working industries (CEI-Bois) welcomes the publication today by the 

European Commission of its communication Securing Our Future: Europe’s 2040 target and path 

to climate neutrality by 2050 building a sustainable, just and prosperous society. In particular 

CEI-Bois wishes to endorse this observation made by the Commission in their communication 

Securing our future: 

 

“… bio-based materials that are sustainably sourced can not only store carbon over long 

periods (e.g., if wood is used as a construction material) but also replace fossil-fuel based 

materials …” (p.21). 

 

The proven and leading low carbon building material is wood. The EU needs to follow Canada 

and the USA and shift to constructing the majority of its suburban and rural homes using timber 

frames1. At the same time the EU’s urban environment needs to embrace the use of engineered 

timbers which allow the construction of mid-rise housing, 4 – 12 storeys, and higher.2 In addition 

all buildings (old and new) need to move from using fossil fuel based insulation materials to 

nature-based materials including wood fibre. By using “low carbon building materials” as 

stipulated by the Commission we simultaneously substitute the carbon intensive materials and 

we store carbon. 

 

Securing our future righty notes or alludes to several of the contributions that wood can make 

to the “clean technology markets of the future” including “Through repairing, renewing, reusing 

and recycling existing products … resources are used more efficiently”. Wood is a renewable and 

recyclable material and it can play an essential role in the development of a sustainable and 

circular economy. Indeed, timber products help facilitate such a circular economy as they can 

be repurposed into new products. Recycling wood helps extend its lifecycle, reduces the 

demand for new raw materials, and minimises waste. For instance timber buildings are now 

being designed with reuse in mind3 and the amount of wood recycling into panel boards for use 

in furniture and construction continues to rise.4  Increasing the use of industrial off-site wood 

 
1 The United States and Canada use the timber frame method for 90 percent of their low-rise constructions. 
2 Timber mid-rise in Stockholm, see Cederhusen | Folkhem and timber high-rise in Vienna, see Ecology – HoHo 
Wien (hoho-wien.at)   
3 The Black & White Building by Waugh Thistleton Architects has been designed so that its engineered timber 
structure can be reused for the same purpose in a new structure, see The Black & White Building | Waugh 
Thistleton Architects. 
4 Clr091-11_2022-EcoReFibre-kickoff-press-release-ENG-Final-31052022.pdf (europanels.org) 

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/2ccd7710-5fc3-420f-aeb8-9a3af271f970_en?filename=2040%20Climate%20Target%20Communication_en_0.pdf
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/2ccd7710-5fc3-420f-aeb8-9a3af271f970_en?filename=2040%20Climate%20Target%20Communication_en_0.pdf
https://folkhem.se/om-oss/cederhusen
https://www.hoho-wien.at/en/ecology/
https://www.hoho-wien.at/en/ecology/
https://waughthistleton.com/black-white-building/
https://waughthistleton.com/black-white-building/
https://europanels.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Clr091-11_2022-EcoReFibre-kickoff-press-release-ENG-Final-31052022.pdf
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construction to produce modular homes in factories can contribute significantly to waste 

reduction in the construction industry.5  
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Forests however are not a standalone solution to reduce CO2 emissions. For those wishing to 

remove and store carbon from the atmosphere now, the tried and tested ‘technology’ is the 

planting of trees and other carbon sequestering plants which can subsequently be harvested 

and turned into carbon storing nature-based products such as timber. Indeed, as trees grow, 

they absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere through photosynthesis and store carbon in 

their wood. When wood is used to make products like furniture, construction materials, flooring 

or pallets etc, the carbon remains sequestered, effectively acting as a long-term carbon sink. 

This helps to reduce the overall concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. When 

wood is used as a sustainable alternative to materials with higher carbon footprints, the carbon 

benefits are even higher.   

 

End. 

 

 

For further information contact Paul Brannen, Director of Public Affairs tel. +44 787 856 5406 
or paul.brannen@cei-bois.org 
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